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ARTICLE AZ D THE WASHINGTON POST
on PaGE_DL. L 21 April 1982

1 R 3 at first piously proclaimed its inno- . sion so neatly matched the Halg the-1
H alg ) aS/ ShOt ~ . . ¢ence of any involvement in the pa: oty of Bandinista involvement in El :
S + thetic affair. When the absurdity of - Salvador’s civil war; " . RN A

By H]S Own <57 ... this line became obvious, the spooks _ Fortunately for young Tarde cilla,
3 “ v Judiciously leaked a secret document ~ his Salvadoran ¢aptors had never,

-~ t0 a trusted repofter, which tended ... quite given up hope of exploiting the
- o show. that Tadencilla’s interro- . confession they had extracted under
Lo RN gation by CIA pxperts Jhad. been  torture, 8o -thay kept - him -alive’

The full story can now be tolg of...; paiiistakingly thor ugh. . "/ -7 against the day when his bizarte tale -
“how a 19-year-old Nicaraglian made - The truth of {he matter is this:- . could be-_tumed,i_nm'.,useful prope:
d world-class monkey ou¥ of* Secre- 3Ameﬂcani.n_ltelllggnceﬁpeople knew . ganda, .. ook oy B2
fary of Stats. Alexander . Halg: In. . abouf Tardencilla aliiost as soon as. ™ My  feportors. Jon . Les ‘Arderspn |
credible-gs it -may seer, Haig-was - he Was captured in Jafivary, 1981. " and Lucette Lagnado reached Tar-,
largely responsible for, his .own hu. -~ Not. only’ that, but $ome State De- dencilla by telephone In Nicaragua, A
miliatiofts. ;o o eieeraoias oo pattment officials greeted his con="- where he i8 now a national hers, He"
Though . Washington. . _officials __ fessions’ with open skepticism, “His " told them what happened negt: . N
would like:to forget. ity most of the< $10ry. WAl little shaky,” ohe dipls: “ - Barly in Mateh, he Was visited %
world - remembers - the-:~carefully. . Matid ‘tource recqlled. “That_whole - his solitary alpmﬁﬂ 6ell by an Ames’
staged appeatance of young Otlando. . thing sounded phony.” =" " foun orpidlal, - Pardencilin - said the
J ; T ‘:iencnlu 8t o State- Depart- ., WHAL bartisularly tirned off Stats™ " Amertean told him: he could either”
oset ?f“. conterence on M amﬁ 19 Department’ eople was Tarden- ¢ome to the United Statey and teil”
?ﬁ" §’ ed]m’ ta stripling- waa .sup.  ClAY. elaim' that-he had ‘received " his Story or be left t6 tot in Jail. - -
e Jdh ? - strip fg hat Ni p- Buerrilla training” in Ethiopla, This - It wad dn easy “6hoite to make.
posed to be living '3""’ ¢ tl to  Mmade no gense. Niearagud and Cuba " The  young Niearaguan had -beer-
‘,“9““1}"“‘3,’"'“53" d"b,‘i“,".‘_g eUSt  have'ampla traifring facilities for Bl ~ brataly tortured by the Salvadoran-
guertillas in Bl Salvader:*: - ... Salvador-bound guetrillas: Why send +-* police and kept in solitary for vietu=
Instead, af_ 80utd8;--he told the . tecruits all the way to'Africa? - " ally an entire year, v e
world—live, ~on - network : “TV, Everitually, ‘the 1981 "captive’s -~ * The day after the American’y viy-
thoughtfully arranged _ij‘h'B;Af_"ef- - supposetl ‘éonfdssion. was  filed and , 1%, Tardeneilla was flown_to Miami; !
lcan coaches—that his -¢ORfEsions - foroottan. s it should have Been. “*” then on to Washington, - ¢ -y
inctiminating the Nicaraguar! fegime - - Bub-early this year, Halg hegan . The - 19:year-vld soldier, eager to
had been wrung out of him by Wr- * " claiming the United States had proof - improve his lot, told the ifitetroga- -
ture and were Biire horsefeather$, - <~ - positive that the -Sandinista regime: tors What they wanted to hear. He:
It was & had day for Haig and'his ~ }, Nicaragua was deeply involved in - guessed at specifies and came close:
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Smoking Gun

i

1.

hardliners. All handy ,Pés{oﬁsiblevféffé El Salvador. He-was "ehallanged by - enough to satisty. them, N o
the fiasco attempted & hasty diseh:  Congress-and the press to-produce=- - 8o hiy  intertogators proudly”
gagemetib . - o Teig TR sE g “smoking 311:”»"'“ e et hiesented the youR Niearaguan as”

The Stats Department,- ‘caughtj h way 8t -EHis peint;-apparently, . the “smoking gun” that their bhoss.so-
red-handed, could only stammer and™ that someotia mefabered the young -~ desperately needed;_;And_ it blew up_

stutter in embarrassment: The CIA: Nicaraguan' prisoner, whose confes. * in Al Haig'y face: 7 q07 v
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